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The DAAD is …

• the world’s largest funding organisation for the international exchange

• The independent organisation of German higher education institutions and their
student bodies, devoted to internationalising the academic system

• an intermediary between university systems and a worldwide network
of external partners

• a German institution in Europe, which contributes as National Agency 
for EU Higher Education Cooperation to shaping the European Higher Education 
and Research Area
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The DAAD strategy 2025

The “Strategy 2025” defines three overarching goals which shall shape the activities
of the DAAD in the coming years
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1. Promote excellence and broaden perspectives of education 
and science through international exchange

2. Enhance international collaboration for the benefit of 
science, industry and society

3. Assume global responsibility and contribute 
to development and peace 



DAAD worldwide: Regional Offices, Information Centres, Information Points, 
DWIH, Lectureships
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DAAD funding recipients by subject group (2020)
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Funding recipients from abroad and from Germany

Medicine 1,426 / 2,994

Engineering 9,154 / 7,540

Art, Music and Sports Science 1,790 / 3,445

Mathematics and Natural Sciences 5,973 / 6,261

Law, Economics and Social Sciences 8,419 / 23,902

Language and Cultural Studies 4,472 / 11,220

Veterinary Medicine; Agriculture, Forestry and Food Sciences; Ecology 1,449 / 1,427

Interdisciplinary/other subjects 16,475 / 5,167
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The number of
recipients from

abroad since 1950 
has been

1,090,000.
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DAAD – Budget 2020
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185 m € 
Federal Foreign Office (AA)

34 %

25 %

27 %

2 %
4 %

8 %

Budget 2020 
549,4 m €

137,4 m €
Federal Ministry of Education 
and Research (BMBF)

151,5 m €
European Union (EU)
other funding providers

43,3 m €
Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation 
and Development (BMZ)

12,1 m €
Other funding bodies

20,1 m €
Third party-funding



DAAD budget development over the years
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1960 till 2020 Budget (in m €)

1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2017 2019 2020

5 26 70 136
219

384
522

594 549
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Again in 2020, 
women comprised 
more than half of 

the DAAD’s funding 
recipients.
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Welcome to the Land of Ideas!

Studying in Germany



Facts about Germany

• Population: about 83 million, 
about 10 million foreign citizens 

• Geographic location: 
In the heart of Europe, 
diverse landscapes, 
mountains, coastal regions, 
North and Baltic Seas

• Climate: Temperate ranging from 
Mediterranean to Continental 
climates
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Institutions of higher education
Universities (120), Technical Universities, Universities of applied sciences (207), 
Colleges of music, art and film (57), Private colleges and academies (113).

26.05.2022 12

Secondary school-
leaving certificate 

Bachelor
3 – 4 years

Master
1 – 2 years

PhD
3 – 4 years



DAAD scholarships for postgraduate studies
www.funding-guide.de

 Scholarships in 
→ Germany
→ South Africa
→ Selected Sub-Saharan 
→ African countries

 Value of scholarships in Germany
→ Monthly stipend 861 – 2150 EUR, 
→ depending on academic status
→ Travel allowance
→ Health insurance

 Scholarships in Germany → 
latest degree not older than 6 years
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http://www.funding-guide.de/


DAAD Master’s Scholarships
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EPOS – Scholarships for preselected Master degrees in development-related fields 
NB: At least 1-year professional work experience (Application Period: varies)

Helmut Schmidt Programme – Scholarships for preselected Master degrees in law, economics 
& governance (Call for application currently out! Application deadline: 31 July 2022)

Master scholarships in Arts and Architecture (Application Period: varies)
→ find own degree programme
→ www.daad.de/idp

http://www.daad.de/idp


PhD and Postdoc Scholarships
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Short-term doctoral research (1 – 6 months)
Application deadlines: 1 April, 15 October

Long-term doctoral research (7 – 10 months)
Application deadlines: 15 October

Research Stay for University Academics (1 – 3 months)
Application deadline: 15 October

Full PhD ( 3 – 4 years)
Application deadline: 15 October

Find a supervisor → www.daad.org.za/quick-question

More funding → www.funding-guide.de



Master and PhD Scholarships at South African Universities
www.daad.org.za/nrf
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Fully funded Master and PhD Scholarships in any field of study at any South 
African universities for South African citizens/Permanent Residents

Mobility grant for a short-term research visit of 3 - 6 months to Germany

Opportunity to participate in one of the six interdisciplinary summer schools 
on offer in Germany

Participation in an annual networking conference in South Africa hosted by the 
DAAD Information Center Johannesburg

Call for application currently out! Application deadline: 8 July 2022

http://www.daad.org.za/nrf


Master and PhD Scholarships at Sub-Saharan African Universities
www.daad.org.za/in-region
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Master and PhD scholarships in selected fields at selected research 
units/departments in Sub-Saharan African countries for Sub-Saharan 
African Nationals

Mobility grant for a short-term research visit of 3 - 6 months to Germany

Opportunity to attend summer schools in Germany

http://www.daad.org.za/in-region


Useful Links

• Degree programmes at German higher education institutions
www.myguide.de

• Studying in Germany, study opportunities, scholarships:
www.studyingermany.de

• Research in Germany: www.researchingermany.de

• Universities, study opportunities, contact addresses: www.hochschulkompass.de/en

• International Offices at universities throughout Germany: www.daad.de/aaa

• Scholarship database: www.funding-guide.de

• International programmes: www.daad.de/idp

• Summer courses (preparatory language and specialist courses): www.summerschools.de

• Book a one-on-one virtual consultation: www.daad.org.za/consultations

• Attend our next online info session: www.daad.org.za/online-info-sessions
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http://www.myguide.de/
http://www.studyingermany.de/
http://www.researchingermany.de/
http://www.hochschulkompass.de/en
http://www.daad.de/aaa
http://www.funding-guide.de/
http://www.daad.de/idp
http://www.summerschools.de/
http://www.daad.org.za/consultations
http://www.daad.org.za/online-info-sessions
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Any
questions?



Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst (DAAD)
Kennedyallee 50
53175 Bonn

www.daad.de/en
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Thank you for
your attention
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Gontse Scholz
Information Officer
daad@wits.ac.za
DAAD Information Center Johannesburg

mailto:daad@wits.ac.za
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