COMMONWEALTH MASTER’SISGHOLARSHIPA
ONLINE INFORMATION SESSIOR

15 September2021);| 11:00=

Join the Department of Higher Education and Training and the
British Council for an information session about the Commonwealth Master’s
Scholarships offered by the Commonwealth Scholarship Commission in the

United Kingdom.
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About the UK

The UK is:

home of the English language

one of the most popular study destinations
for international students

home to some of the world’s
greatest cultural events

a place to make memories that
will last a lifetime

a place for you to become the best possible
version of yourself



About the UK

o Official name — The United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland

o Four united countries — England, Scotland,

Northern Ireland and Wales

o Capital cities — London, Edinburgh, Belfast
and Cardiff

= ‘%‘J : R A = o Main language spoken in the UK is English —in

1-{ - '"iu? L L .._ =Tl addition to Scots, Gaelic and Welsh

o UK’s currency — the pound (£ or £GBP)
(£1 = approx. R19.72)




Why study in the
UK?

o UK welcomes over 400,000 international higher education
students each year

o UK’s academic reputation is world-renowned
o UK universities features in 7 of the top 50
o 26 of the top 200 universities are in the UK

o In 2021, two of the world’s top ten universities in the Times
Higher Education World Rankings were from the UK
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Available Scholarships

Chevening

o for individuals with demonstrable leadership potential and
strong academic backgrounds

o master’s degree at any UK university (full scholarship)

o access to a wide range of exclusive academic, professional,
and cultural experiences

o Applications now open until 2 November 2021

https://www.chevening.org/scholarship/south-africa/

Commonwealth

o For Commonwealth citizens who would not otherwise be
able to afford to study in the UK

o Academic excellence
o Prestigious scholarships
o Highly competitive




Commonwealth
Scholarships

Funded by the UK Foreign, Commonwealth and
Development Office (FCDO)

Enables talented and motivated to gain the knowledge
and skills required to make a positive impact on the
development priorities of their home country

Administered by the Commonwealth Scholarships
Commission in the United Kingdom (CSC)

750 scholarships and fellowships awards available for
postgraduate study and professional development each
year

Over 30,000 Commonwealth Scholars and Fellows
awards since 1959



Commonwealth
Scholarships

PhD Scholarships (for least developed countries and

fragile states)

Split-site Scholarships (for low and middle-income

countries)

Master’s Scholarships

Shared Scholarships

Distance Learning Scholarships

PhD Scholarships (for high income countries)
Medical Fellowships

Professional Fellowships


https://cscuk.fcdo.gov.uk/scholarships/commonwealth-masters-scholarships/

Master’s
Scholarships

For candidates from eligible lower and upper middle
income Commonwealth countries

Full-time taught Master’s study at a UK university
Talented and motivated individuals

Encourages applications from individuals from
historically disadvantaged backgrounds

Note: CSC would not normally fund a second UK
Master’s degree

Offered under six CSC Development themes



https://cscuk.fcdo.gov.uk/csc-development-themes/

CSC Development
themes

1. Science and technology for development

2. Strengthening health systems and capacity

3. Promoting global prosperity

4. Strengthening global peace, security and governance
5. Strengthening resilience and response to crises

6. Access, inclusion and opportunity

For more information on the themes visit CSC Development
themes



https://cscuk.fcdo.gov.uk/csc-development-themes/

How to apply

DHET is the nominating agency for South Africans only

Applications strictly on the CSC’s online application
system

Supporting documents to be uploaded on the system

CSC will not accept any applications not submitted via
the online application system

NB: No additional application form to complete



Who can apply

Citizen/permanent
resident in SA

Applied for identified
full time study
programme at chosen
university

Minimum of 70%
average mark
achieved

Demonstrate strong
motivation for your
application

Available to start in
Sept 22 (start of UK
academic year)

Honours degree NQF
8 level and meet
minimum criteria for
proposed course

Academic background
aligned to selected
CSC theme

All supporting
documents submitted
in correct format on
time




Supporting
documents

o Valid passport

o Transcripts of all higher education qualifications (with
certified translation)

o References from three individuals (to be submitted
directly by the referees)

o Not IELTS test required but proof of proficiency may be
required by university

NB:
Late documents will not be considered

Failure to submit above documents will result in
disqualification of application



Selection criteria

Applications will be considered according to the following
selection criteria:

o Academic merit of the candidate
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o Potential impact on the development of the candidate’s
home country

Correct completion of the rest of the application form

For further details, see the Commonwealth Master’s
Scholarships 2022 selection criteria



https://cscuk.fcdo.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/CSC-Selection-Criteria-2022.docx

What do we |look at

Academic merit

References (3) one _
oo (505 @R Academic awards/

Exam results /

transcripts . .
P employer (if achievements

applicable)

Quality of study plan

Clear presentation of

study plan (practical

and well thought of
and constructed)

Personal statement
and relation to stated
objectives

Extent of course and
institution research

Development impact

How the study plan
relates to the
development of
sector/home country
objectives

Clear measurable
outcomes, timeframes

Clear how acquired
and intended skills will be applied

beneficiaries




Tips for applicants

Plan and prepare your

application in advance,

don’t wait until the last
minute

Make sure you are
eligible and that all
required documents are
submitted timeously

Demonstrated a clear
and realistic plan of
study in your application

Put a lot of effort into
your development
impact statement —

follow the directions on
the CSC website

Proofread your
application and ask
someone else to
proofread again

Demonstrate why you
are the strongest
candidate — highly
competitive scholarship

Demonstrated how you
would make tangible
development impacts at
the end of your award

Apply to university and
make sure you meet the
admission requirements
— must be accepted for a

scholarship award




Selection process
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Administrative screening
of applications by DHET -
minimum requirements

Shortlist of applications for
academic review using
evaluation grid

Rank according to
academic merit

Further shortlist of
applications for
nominations review panel
according to academic
review rankings

Nominations review panel
e dl  Meeting for final selection [y d
of candidates

Final nominations to the
CSC

CSC will process
nominations and make the
final decision on the
awarding of scholarships

All applicants informed of
the outcome of their
application



What the scholarship
COVErs

o Approved airfare
o Tuition fees

o Living allowance of £1,116 per month (R22 000), or £1,369 per
month (R27 000) for those at universities in the London

metropolitan area (rates quoted at 2021-2022 levels)
o Warm clothing allowance (where applicable)

o Study travel grant towards the cost of study-related travel within

the UK or overseas

o Additional financial support if you declare a disability (full

assessment applies)

More information available in the Handbook for Commonwealth Scholars and

Fellows.


https://cscuk.fcdo.gov.uk/handbook/

Timelines
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Post nomination

CSC will notify applicants via email about provisional selection
(subject to the CSC agreeing your terms of admission to the
university)

Formal offer of a scholarship once terms of admission
confirmed

You will be required to sign an undertaking to return to your
home country as soon as possible after your studies

Comply with all necessary requirements to take up the
scholarship (immigration, code of conduct, etc.)

Awardees to be invited to a pre-departure briefing
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Contacts & links

https://cscuk.fcdo.gov.uk/about-us/scholarships

https://cscuk.fcdo.gov.uk/scholarships/commonwealth-masters-

scholarships/

www.internationalscholarships.dhet.gov.za

V\:cvyw.Iinkedin.com/companv/internationaI—scholarships—for—south—
africans

www.facebook.com/dhetinternationalscholarships/

internationalscholarships@dhet.gov.za

Subscribe on the website to receive scholarship opportunities


https://cscuk.fcdo.gov.uk/about-us/scholarships
https://cscuk.fcdo.gov.uk/scholarships/commonwealth-masters-scholarships/
http://www.internationalscholarships.dhet.gov.za/
http://www.linkedin.com/company/international-scholarships-for-south-africans
http://www.facebook.com/dhetinternationalscholarships/
mailto:internationalscholarships@dhet.gov.za

Invitation from the
Commonwealth Alumni
Assoclation

The Commonwealth Scholars and Fellows Alumni Association of
South Africa (CoSFASA) will be hosting an application guidance
event in the coming weeks.

Details of the event will be communicated soon. Follow CoSFASA
on their Facebook page:

https://m.facebook.com/Commonwealth-Scholars-Fellows-
Alumni-South-Africa-Public-Page-
113309030465741/?ref=bookmarks



https://m.facebook.com/Commonwealth-Scholars-Fellows-Alumni-South-Africa-Public-Page-113309030465741/?ref=bookmarks

Questions?

The recording and the slides will be
uploaded on the DHET website
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